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Instrumentation: 
first solo soprano (colouratura & lyric), second solo soprano (lyric), qingyi (qingyi 
refers to young female role of traditional Beijing opera; second soprano doubling 
qingyi tonight), solo erhu & banhu, solo pipa, solo zheng, three flutes (two doubling 
piccolos), three oboes, three clarinets (two doubling Eb clarinets, one doubling bass 
clarinet), three bassoons (all doubling contra bassoons), four horns, three trumpets, 
three trombones, tuba, marimba, xylophone, vibraphone, triangle, Chinese tam-tam, 
suspended cymbals, maracas, crotales, wood blocks, chimes, log drum, glockenspiel, 
bass drum, harp, piano/celesta, and strings. 

Iris Dévoilée I. Ingenious

II. Chaste

III. Libertine

IV. Sensitive

V. Tender

VI. Jealous

VII. Melancholic

VIII. Hysterical

IX. Voluptuous

Chen Qigang was born in Shanghai where he studied clarinet performance at the 
Central Conservatory of Music affiliated middle school. In 1977 he entered the Central 
Conservatory of Music to study composition, under the tutelage of Luo Zhonghong. He 
graduated in 1983 and in the same year was accepted as an overseas postgraduate 
student by the Ministry of Education of China. He travelled to France where, from 1984 
to 1988, he studied under the composer Olivier Messiaen, who recognised Chen’s talent 
and exceptionally accepted him as his personal student. Chen was awarded scholarships 
from the French government for four consecutive years. In 1988 he was awarded a 
Master’s degree from Paris Sorbonne University (Paris IV) and then an advanced diploma 
in composition from L’Ecole Normale de Musique de Paris. His major compositions 
include the large-scale orchestra work Yuan (Origines), Poème Lyrique for baritone and 
instrumental ensemble, the flute concerto Un pétale de lumière, oboe concerto Extase, 
San Xiao for four traditional Chinese instruments, cello concerto Reflet d'un temps 
disparu, orchestral suite Wu Xing (The Five Elements), Songe d’une femme Française for 
soprano, clarinet and orchestra, and the piano concerto Er Huang. 
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