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“| believe it comes into bemg \
as the best of my works...
a new symphony which |
certainly shall not tear up”

Peter llyich Tchaikovsky
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“Under his baton, the
philharmonic has evolved from
a group of talented players able
{0 negotiate the mechanics

of tempo changes and timbral
effects into an ensemble able
{0 convey the music in genuine
emotional terms.”

Financial Times

“Edo lets the music speak
but is faithful to the score”
Peter van der Lint
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Edo de Waart is Artistic Director and Chief Conductor of the Hong
Kong Philharmonic Orchestra. Renowned as an "orchestral builder"
who has the enviable ability to transform his orchestras into world-
class ensembles, de Waart has held such distinguished positions as
Chief Conductor and Artistic Director of the Sydney Symphony and the
Netherlands Radio Philharmonic, Chief Conductor of the Netherlands
Opera, as well as Music Director of the Rotterdam Philharmonic, San
Francisco Symphony and Minnesota Orchestras. He is also Music
Director of the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, Artistic Partner of
the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra and Conductor Laureate of the
Netherlands Radio Philharmonic.
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Its triumphal premiere took place barely a fortnight before-_Tchaikost(_y's
tragic death, and many have identified in its heartbreaking finale a
powerful premonition of his own demise. For his part, Tchaikovsky flatly
refused to explain what the underlying message of his Sixllth Symphony
was. Come and find the answers to these mysteries as the HKPO aﬁd
Maestro de Waart preface their performance of one of the greatest
examples of late-Romantic- music with other warks in which death and ./
love go hand-in-hand along with searing beauty and stirring emotions.
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Tchaikovsky originally called his sixth and final symphony “Programme
Symphony” since the music follows a definite programme with each of the
movements telling part of a story. Exactly what that story was, Tchaikovsky was
unwilling to explain. Rimsky-Korsakov, attending the Sympheny’s premiére in St
Petershurg on 22nd October:1893, wrote in his Memoirs, “I asked Tchaikovsky if
there was not a programme in this work? He replied that indeed there was, but
that he didn't want to reveal it”. It was the audience’s mystified reception of the
work that prompted Tchaikovsky to look for a title which would give a clearer
indication of the work’s “programme”, particularly the subdued and puzzling
final movement. He agonized long and hard over the matter of a title, outlining
his predicament to his brother, Modest, who suggested calling it “Iragic”, but
then hit on the title “Pathetic”, which is how the Symphony has been known
ever since. The Russian word “patetichesky” used by Modest is more indicative
of passion, sorrow and deep, personal emotion than the English “Pathetic” —
certainly these elements figure largely in the Sixth Symphony.
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For ages 6 and above. Programme and artists are
subject to change. Latecomers are not admitted until
a suitable break. Concert runs for approx. 2 hours,
including 1 interval.
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Discount Schemes

Club Bravo: 15% off

Members of Young Audience Scheme: 55% off;

10% off for accompanying adults

Students, Citizens aged 60 or above, People with
Disability and CSSA recipients: 50% off (With Quota)

Group Discount
10-19: 10% off; 20 or above: 20% off




