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Joe Hisaishi
Pianist/ Composer/ Conductor
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Dear patrons

For a wonderful concert experience, please kindly
switch off your mobile phone and other beeping devices
before the concert begins. Photography, recording,
filming, eating or drinking are not allowed. We hope
you enjoy reading this house programme and wish

to retain it. If you don’t wish to take your programme
home with you, please return it to the admission point
after the performance for recycling. We wish you a very
enjoyable evening.
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Programme is subject to change.
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Programme

Links
MKWAJU 1981-2009
Prime of Youth

The End of the World

I. Collapse
Il. Grace of the St. Paul
lll. Beyond the World

Interval

Departures

Kiki's Delivery Service

One Summer’s Day

Water Traveller

Summer

Ponyo on the Cliff by the Sea

Oriental Wind
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The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra would like to express our heartfelt thanks to the Partners below
for their generous sponsorship and support!
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For sponsorship and donation enquiries, please call (852) 2721 2030 or email to development@hkpo.com
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"Under his [Edo de Waart] baton, the philharmonic has evolved from a group of

talented players able to negotiate the mechanics of tempo changes and timbral effects
into an ensemble able to convey the music in genuine emotional terms.”

Ken Smith, Financial Times
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The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra (HKPO) is one of Asia’s leading orchestras. Enriching Hong Kong's cultural life for over a century,
the Orchestra has grown into a formidable ensemble of Chinese and international talents, attracting world-class artists to collaborate on its
stage. HKPO annually touches the lives of over 200,000 music lovers through more than 150 performances. Under the leadership of Artistic
Director and Chief Conductor Edo de Waart, HKPO continues to scale new heights in musical excellence. The continuing cycle of Mahler
symphonies and challenging programming outside the traditional repertoire have become highly anticipated events as well as musical
milestones for the Orchestra.

Celebrated artists continue to grace our halls in the 2010/11 season: Lang Lang, Sumi Jo, Midori, Vadim Repin, Cho-Liang Lin, Wang Jian,
just to name a few. Our roster of guest conductors includes Maestro Carlo Rizzi, Ton Koopman and Stéphane Denéve. Simon Trpceski, who
headlines the Rachmaninov cycle, will return with another brilliant interpretation of the composer’s famous Second Piano Concerto; while
Maestro de Waart and the HKPO will bring to you a 3-week Tchaikovsky Festival as the season finale.

From April 2006, The Swire Group Charitable Trust became the Hong Kong Philharmonic’s Principal Patron. Swire’s sponsorship of the Hong
Kong Philharmonic, the largest in the Orchestra’s history, supports artistic growth and development as the Orchestra takes its place on the
world stage, and brings performances of musical excellence to the widest possible public. HKPO stays in tune with our city by presenting
the orchestra in unexpected venues and bringing the excitement of the concert experience to every home through radio and television
broadcasts including the largest symphonic event of the year, Swire Symphony under the Stars, at Happy Valley. The Orchestra runs a
comprehensive schools education programme, HSBC Insurance Creative Notes, bringing the joy of classical music to primary, secondary and
special school kids. In February 2008, the Hong Kong Arts Development Council honoured the HKPO with the Arts Promotion Award, in
recognition of its success in expanding its audience base and gaining public support in recent years.

The Orchestra also builds its reputation and raises its artistic standards by touring. Apart from participating in the Shanghai Spring International
Music Festival and the Beijing Music Festival, the Orchestra undertook a China tour of Guangzhou, Beijing and Shanghai under the leadership of
Maestro de Waart in January 2009. In September 2010, de Waart and the HKPO appeared at the Expo 2010 Shanghai, performing Beethoven's
Ninth Symphony and the newly commissioned work Rong written by Hong Kong composer Fung Lam in the Shanghai Oriental Art Center, as the
first stop of the 2010 China tour. It was followed by performances of Mahler’s Seventh Symphony in the Xi'an Concert Hall and Beijing’s National
Centre for the Performing Arts. %

EREULEHREBISRTHEBTEE)  The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is financially supported by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
EBERLEEEEY  AEKH SWIRE is the Principal Patron of the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra
BBERLBAEE LR OB The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is the Venue Partner of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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Joe Hisaishi
Pianist | Composer | Conductor

Joe Hisaishi started to show his interest in minimalist music when he was a student at the Kunitachi College of Music, and he has contributed
to the modern music industry via musical performance and music production, which included his presentation of MKWAJU in 1981 and

the release of his first album, Information. In subsequent years his albums — Piano Stories, My Lost City, Etude. Asian X.T.C. and Another Piano
Stories~The End of the World~were released, and his career as a solo artist took off.

Starting with the Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind in 1984, Hisaishi has produced music for nine films directed by Hayao Miyazaki,
including Spirited Away and Ponyo on the Cliff by the Sea. He also provided music for Hana-Bi directed by Takeshi Kitano, and Departures
directed by Yojiro Takita, (the film that won Oscar for Best Foreign Language Film in 2009). His works have won many awards, including
several Outstanding Achievements in Music Prizes of the Japan Academy Prize, reinforcing his vital position in the Japanese film industry.
In recent years, he has provided music for films made outside Japan including the Korean Welcome to Dongmakgol (won Best Music prize of
Korean Film Award) and the Chinese film The Postmodern Life of My Aunt, which won Best Music prize of 27th Hong Kong Academy Award.
All told, he has contributed to music production of nearly 60 films.

In 2001 Hisaishi made his début as a film director with Quartet. Taking charge of the theme music and script (co-writing), this was
introduced as the first full-scale musical film in Japan and was nominated in World Competition section of the Montreal Film Festival,
receiving excellent reviews globally.

In 2004 at Cannes International Film Festival, Hisaishi became the first Japanese musician to conduct an orchestra, performing The General
(representative work of Buster Keaton) at the film concert. In July 2004 he assumed the post of the first Music Director of the New Japan
Philharmonic “World Dream Orchestra”, a new project by the New Japan Philharmonic, and in August 2008 he produced the sensational “Joe
Hisaishi in Budo-kan” concert, leading an orchestra and choir of 1,200 people from the piano.

In January 2009 Hisaishi started full-scale activities as a conductor. The “Joe Hisaishi Classic Series” transmits the joy of classical music to
a wide group of people from the viewpoint of contemporary musician. In November 2009 he was awarded with a Medal of Honour with
“Purple Ribbon” by the Government of Japan.

In 2010 he was appointed visiting professor of Kunitachi College of Music and devotes his energies to teaching young people while
continuing working on his own music activities. After the album Minima_Rhythm with the London Philharmonic Orchestra was released
in August 2009, Hisaishi’s new album with the same Orchestra, Melodyphony, was released in autumn 2010. In the “Joe Hisaishi’s Asia Tour
2010” concerts, he performs pieces from these two albums.

Hisaishi is also the author of several books; Kando wo Tsukuremasuka? (Kadokawa Shoten Publishing Co. Ltd. 2006), Joe Hisaishi’s 35mm
diaries (Takarajimasha Inc. 2007), and Mimi de Kangaeru — Nou ha Meikyoku wo Hossuru (Kadokawa One, 2009). %
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Links

Links is the theme song for the Japan International Contents
Festival (CoFesta) created in 2007, and it follows the style of
minimalist music. Distinctive rhythmic phrases that appear at

the beginning develop into various forms and build up to create
tension and excitement in the latter half. 15 beats is the irreqular
meter in which this piece is written — typical Joe Hisaishi-style with
its sense of grooves and speed.

Links is featured in the album Minima_Rhythm.

MKWAJU 1981-2009

Joe Hisaishi used African folk-music as a basis for MKWAJU 1981-2009
which is based on different rhythmic patterns. The motivs of such
pleasant rhythms as “tantantan takatakatakataka ta ta” are quoted
throughout the piece, which is regarded as representative of Joe
Hisaishi’s minimalist music. The very first version was recorded in
1981 by a small ensemble. In 2009 Joe Hisaishi re-arranged this
piece for an orchestra.

MKWAJU 1981-2009 is featured in the album Minima_Rhythm.

Prime of Youth

Prime of Youth is the theme song for Junior Chamber International
Osaka's Peace Conference of Youth in 2010. At the beginning

a flourish of trumpets appears, the 8/11 rhythm spins this
symphonic-type piece along.

The End of the World

With the collapse of world order and deterioration of values, Joe
Hisaishi used “Post Sep. 11th” as a theme and wrote The End of
the World. The piece reflects sorrow and grief in this chaotic
modern world, but encourages listeners to keep “our faith and
pray for a better future”.

The End of the World is featured in the album Minima_Rhythm.

Departures

Departures is a 2008 Japanese film by Yojiro Takita (it won the
Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film at the 81st Oscars).
Joe Hisaishi wrote a suite including many theme songs from the
movie. As the movie tells of a cellist who resigned as a musician
and became an embalmer, Joe Hisaishi uses the cello as the

main instrument in the work. The melody of this suite showcases
the characteristics of the cello which depicts the moods of the
movie's main character; gentle one moment, intense the next, and
sometimes comical.

Departures is featured in the album Melodyphony.

Kiki's Delivery Service

Kiki's Delivery Service is a 1989 Japanese animated fantasy film
produced, written, and directed by Hayao Miyazaki. Its theme song,
“ATown with an Ocean View”, is composed for piano, violins and
string orchestra. Just like the growing witch, Kiki, who has various
expressions, the work consists of delightful rhythms and lovely
melodies over a mature jazz-tune.

Kiki's Delivery Service is featured in the album Melodyphony.



More and more people choose us for our
trustworthy and comprehensive insurance services.

As a leading insurance service provider in Hong Kong for many years, we have the financial
strength and understanding of the market to provide the peace of mind that has helped us gain
your trust and support. Today, we enjoy the largest market share in our personal insurance,
corporate insurance and MPF, and have also received several major awards:

B Individual Life New Business'

B General Insurance (Gross Premiums)®

B MPF

B Best Bancassurance Award by The Asian Banker'

B The Best Insurance Bank in Hong Kong®
Insuring your emotions opens countless opportunities.

Please visit any HSBC branch, SME Centre or go to www.hsbc.com.hk for details.

Insurance HSBC &»

The world’s local bank

1. Based on the Office of the Commissioner of Insurance's figures as of June 2010, we had the largest market share in Individual Life New Business (Total Annualised Premiums and Single Revenue
Premiums) in the first half of 2010. 2. Based on the Office of the Commissioner of Insurance's figures as of December 2009, we had the largest market share in General Insurance (Gross Premiums) in
2009. 3. Based on the MPF Market Share report by Gadbury Group Limited as at 30 June 2010, we had the largest market share in asset value in the first half of 2010. 4.Best Bancassurance Award from
The Asian Banker in 2009. 5. 2010 AsiaBus (Synovate) survey result.

Issued by The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited (“HSBC Bank”). HSBC Bank is an insurance agent authorised by HSBC Life (International) Limited (“HSBC Life”) and HSBC Insurance
(Asia) Limited (“HSBC Insurance”). Al life insurance plans offered by HSBC Bank are underwritten by HSBC Life. All general insurance plans offered by HSBC Bank are underwritten by HSBC Insurance.
These entities are authorised and regulated by the Commissioner of Insurance of the Hong Kong SAR. HSBC Bank is an appointed MPF corporate intermediary of HSBC Life, through whom MPF products
and services are provided. HSBC Life is a wholly-owned subsidiary of HSBC Bank.



One Summer’s Day

One Summer’s Day is a theme song from the movie Spirited Away,
a2001 Japanese animated fantasy-adventure film written and
directed by Hayao Miyazaki. A sullen 10-year-old girl, Chihiro,
wanders into a world ruled by gods, witches and a bathhouse for
these creatures. She must fend for herself and try to return to the
human world. Nostalgic melodies and delicate sounds from the
piano and the orchestra make this an excellent piece.

One Summer’s Day is featured in the album Melodyphony.

Water Traveller

Water Traveller (Mizu no tabibito: Samurai kizzu) is a 1993
adventure film directed by Nobuhiko Obayashi, based on the novel
Rain Traveller (Ame no Tabibito) by Masumi Suetani, with Water
Traveller as its theme song. The story is about a lonely young man
who meets with a water sprite. To the original score, which was
written for six French horns, Joe Hisaishi adds a heavy orchestration
in a magnificent arrangement, making this particularly suitable in
a concert setting.

Water Traveller is featured in the album Melodyphony.

Summer

Summer is the theme song from Kikujiro (Kikujird no Natsu), a 1999
Japanese film starring, written, and directed by Takeshi Kitano. The
piece starts with delightful pizzicato followed by a beautiful piano
melody, just like a refreshing summer adventure.

Summer is featured on the album Melodyphony.

Ponyo on the Cliff by the Sea

Ponyo on the Cliff by the Sea is a 2008 Japanese animated film
directed by Hayao Miyazaki. As soon as the movie was shown, it
caused a sensation in Japan. Joe Hisaishi arranged the soundtrack
asa concert suite.

Oriental Wind

Oriental Wind was written for the 2004 TV commercial for Suntory’s
green tea. The beautiful theme shows an image of the Yellow River
flowing gracefully and smoothly. Behind the elegant melody is
music full of complex rhythms and delicate passages which gives
the audience endless afterthoughts.

Oriental Wind is featured in the album Melodyphony.
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0On 26th of November the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra made
their fourth appearance in the “Swire Symphony under the Stars”
at the Happy Valley Racecourse Recreation Ground. Fortunately, the
weather was very good and many queued since before the gates
opened at 5.30pm in order to grab the best vantage points on

the green lawns for themselves, their friends and their relatives.

By 6.30pm the sky was getting dark, yet still the audience flocked
in, and the grounds were covered with the green blankets we
provided for them. Children played happily, some chasing around,
while others kicked off their shoes and jumped from one blanket to
another until they were so tired all they wanted to do was lie down
on the ground to rest. Families had prepared big meals especially
for the concert, and set themselves up early in the evening laying

out the food and drink for all to enjoy.

The main dish for this urban picnic, however, was the wonderful music
under the starry night. Before the concert started, Kin-fung Leung,
First Associate Concertmaster, made his way into the crowd to
interview members of our audience, many of whom declared that
the concert was great and made all the more exciting by the rare

chance of participating in an outdoor concert.

The concert started at 7:30pm with Dvoiak’s Carnival Overture.

Our Associate Conductor Perry So was also Master of Ceremonies
for the night and after the Overture he welcomed on to the stage
pianist Boris Giltburg, who performed Chopin’s Piano Concerto No.2
before an audience numbering over 15,000. During the interval,
horn player Natalie Lewis went into the audience to interview some

more of them.

The second half included several exciting Russian works including
Mussorgsky’s Dawn over the Moscow River (Prelude from
Khovanshchinay), selections from Prokofiev's Romeo and Juliet,

and the evening ended with Tchaikovsky's rousing 7812 Festival
Overture in a blaze of colourful fireworks. This finale proved very
exciting for the audience who showed their appreciation with
standing ovations as soon as the final note had sounded. In return
for such generous support from the audience, Perry So conducted

Tchaikovsky's Trepak from The Nutcracker as an encore.

EABAHBE LS RETE (181287 AF#) o Tchaikovsky's rousing

1812 Festival Overture in a blaze of colourful fireworks.

HRENASRELERETEEKRE - Audience had prepared big meals
especially for the concert.

NARFEMB TETHE  Children kicked off their shoes to play.

PHOTO Cheung Chi Wai & Andy Lam

BPPRETRE  MTBSEE  ROR R -
ZMNEEER  RMEKER -

5L EE comments@hkpo.com LR {FHEAE o

Thank you for coming to our concerts.

For any comments, please email us at comments@hkpo.com
so that we could continue to bring more exciting concerts to you!
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The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation Orchestral Fellowship Scheme
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FRAZENE L EEMBARLZHNEZTRKREFRME °

BRERLEELR VAR ABRRFESFHRIFEEBAR
RHIEIIETE -

NREMEZEE [AERREESHEEEETITE] WE
¥l > FEHE (852) 2721 1582 = E FEvanessa.chan@hkpo.comEZ B IR A4S
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The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation Orchestral Fellowship Scheme was
created to provide professional orchestral training for promising young
string musicians. The Scheme provides places for up to ten Chinese
musicians per year from distinguished regional music institutions. It is fully
endowed by The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation, which shares the Hong
Kong Philharmonic Orchestra’s commitment to nurturing and supporting
artists of outstanding potential.

The programme is co-directed by the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra’s
Concertmaster John Harding and Principal Viola Andrew Ling. Under their
guidance, the Fellows will rehearse and perform with the Orchestra for
one full orchestral season from September to July. In addition, they will
have opportunities to attend masterclasses with internationally
renowned guest artists performing in Hong Kong, as well as weekly
chamber music coaching.

This intensive training programme will bridge the gap between
completion of tertiary instrumental training and securing a position in a
professional symphony orchestra. Some of our past Fellows are now
working as full-time musicians in the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra
as well as other major orchestras including China Philharmonic Orchestra,
China National Symphony Orchestra, Hong Kong Sinfonietta and Macau
Orchestra.

The Fellows for the current season are: violinist Liu Boxuan from the Central
Conservatory of Music in Beijing; violists Zhang Shu-ying and Fu Shuimiao
from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music; cellist Pan Yan from the Xinghai
Conservatory of Music in Guangzhou; violinists Ke Xue and Liu Fang-xi,
violist Yang Fan from the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts; violinist
Chen Yi-ting from the Taipei National University of the Arts and bassist
Chang Pei-heng from the National Taiwan Normal University.

The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is very grateful to The Robert H. N. Ho
Family Foundation for its partnership in this important undertaking.

For more information on “The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation
Orchestral Fellowship Scheme”, please contact Miss Vanessa Chan,
Assistant Manager (Orchestra and Operations), at (852) 2721 1582 or
email: vanessa.chan@hkpo.com.
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Maestro Circle is established for the business community and individuals who are fond of symphonic music. It aims at
supporting the long-term development of the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and enriching cultural life. We heartily

thank the following Maestro Circle members.
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Thank You for Your Support

ERERLEEEAUTHERBRACALREARHE
The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra would like to express our gratitude
to the following corporations and individuals for their generous support.

4 19 % 028 Bh 5 4 CHAIR ENDOWMENT FUND

The Octavian Society Limited
BITEREE S V.S. Liu Foundation
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SEEI LR AR 1T Societe Generale Private Banking
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AL Z & Bh A Ruby Patron
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AR ® ANNUAL FUND

EREEBH A Silver Patron
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PR {22 54 Mr Chen Chien Hua

Mr Cheng Kwan Ming
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Mr Jan Leung & Ms Emily Chow

Mr & Mrs Michael & Angela Grimsdick
A1k &E& & DrWilliam Ho
#3724 Jo & MrMaurice Hoo
BEIS K %4 MrJackson Kung Ming Foo
REBFRERA

Mr & Mrs Cheuk-yan & Rotina Leung

Z= 21754 MrRichard Li

Ms Li Shuen Pui Agnes

Mr & Mrs John & Coralie Otoshi
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Dr & Mrs Pang Wing Fuk
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Ms Carley Shum & Mr Jeff Szeto

T RIZ{tfE Mr&Mrs lvanTing

& Z B A Bronze Patron
HK$30,000 — HK$49,999

Mr & Mrs David Fried
R 3T L4 MrStephenTan
iR Z £ MsTse Chiu Ming
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Mr C.C. & Mrs Harriet Tung

in memory of Ms Ida Pau Fook Wai
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Mr Po Chan & Mr Nicholas Fung
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ARSI %54 MrWu Chi Kong
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Thank You for Your Support

ERERUEELAUTHERBRAVDALIREARHE !
The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra would like to express our gratitude
to the following corporations and individuals for their generous support.

B S ¥ 34 STUDENT TICKET FUND

>HK$100,000
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Dr Eleanor Wong in memory of Ms Ida Pau Fook Wai

HK$3,000 — HK$4,999

BB IR 54 Mr Chan Hung Yuen Robert
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BHESR-AN=ZFHUTHBEBIB LR o The Endowment Trust Fund was set up in 1983 with these initial sponsors.

EBEREREETES ELRITERESES BBRAT
The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust The Hongkong Bank Foundation The Hongkong Land Group
TERERT BB RAF EEERAEESS
Citibank, NA Jardine, Matheson & Company Ltd The Tung Foundation
¥ 25 fE A PAGANINI PROJECT
MeEtEIh [REERE] RERAMS o Thisproject isinitiated and organised by Business for Art Foundation.

SEEREL B Donated by Mr Patrick Wang

X8 - HE8(1907)/MEE - HEATHF/MEFEA Emile Germain (1907) Violin, played by Ms Tomoko Tanaka Mao
RER A B Donated by Mr Lowell Chang

&R - HE(C.1800)/MRE - HESKEFEMN Lockey Hill (c.1800) Violin, played by Mr Wang Liang

}if'ﬁi B Donated by Mr Po Chung

%’oh‘é CRE(19NARE - ARPEEEER Dawne Haddad (1991) Violoncello, played by Mr Cheung Ming-yuen
$E - BT AAE B Donated by Mr Laurence Scofield

ZEE - HEE(1910)/MRE - RA/MEER Ansaldo Poggi (1910) Violin, played by Ms Zhang Xi

4% W INSTRUMENTAL DONATION

BERERUHSRLE Bl Donated by The Ladies Committee of
the Hong Kong Philharmonic Society
FRiBIE 2 F R 438 - Rare instruments donated —
TS - B F(1902)/ MRE - HEYEEFEA Enrico Rocca (1902) Violin, played by Mr Cheng Li
- BFH - #HE(1866)/MEEHE=FIEER Jean-Baptiste Vuillaume (1866) Violin, played by Ms Bei Zhu,
KENEER Third Associate Concertmaster

HNE - MEDZR(1788)MEEHE —FIER
ITRELREER

& - ZRER - RS E(1736)MEZ -
HEREEERA

AXFRALERRRETE ] MR 2 A thkss -

EEHERNPRERX
BEHEERMARRZE
BRIX

Joseph Gagliano (1788) Violin, played by
MrWong Sze-hang, Second Associate Concertmaster

(arlo Antonio Testore (1736) Violin, played by Mr Ni Lan

Other instruments donated in support of the
“Instrument Upgrade and Enhancement Project” —

Two German Rotary Trumpets
A set of Wagner Tubas
A Flugelhorn
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HKCC : F# X FHE HK Cultural Centre Concert Hall
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The World’s . First Choice

World’'s No.1
Musical Instruments By Choice
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