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Welcome to the HK Phil Community Concert
2026: Evening of Quiet Reflection.

The Tung Foundation is delighted to once
again sponsor the HK Phil's Community
Concert, providing easy access to orchestral
music to the public.

The community concerts are among the

HK Phil's long-running and most cherished
community outreach programmes, aiming to
connect with the community by presenting
admission-free concerts in various districts,
allowing more people to immerse themselves
in the charm and power of music firsthand.
Featuring Guy Braunstein as leader and
violin soloist alongside the HK Phil strings,
this year's two concerts invite you on a
remarkable musical journey to contemplate
five wonderful string pieces.

The Tung Foundation is a charitable
organisation established in 1979 by the late
Mr C. Y. Tung, a philanthropist with a deep
commitment to the common good, and to
educating the young. Our objective is to
support social, cultural, educational, and
health care activities and programmes in
Hong Kong, Mainland China, and overseas.
We believe that these concerts bring cultural
nourishment to our community. The Tung
Foundation considers culture and community
activity as the core of society and hopes to
continue contributing to this cause.

We hope that you enjoy today's concert and
find inspiration and connection in the music.

The Tung Foundation
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Violin Concerto no. 3 in G major, K.216
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Cantus in memoriam Benjamin Britten
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String Quartet (1905)

16'
Viatore
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String Quartet no. 11 in F minor, 0p.95
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Programme Notes

WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART (1756-1791)
Violin Concerto no. 3 in G major, K.216

I. Allegro
Il. Adagio
I1l. Rondeau: Allegro

A child prodigy, the Austrian
composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
began composing at the age of five.
His works range from symphonies and
concertos to chamber music, opera,
and choral music. He is considered
one of the greatest masters in the
history of classical music.

Mozart composed his Violin Concerto
no. 3in 1775 when he was 19,

and nicknamed it the “Strasbourg
Concerto”. The sonata-form first
movement opens with a quotation
from an aria in his opera Il re pastore
(The Shepherd King), and features a
joyful dialogue between the soloist
and the orchestra. The ternary-form
second movement contains one of the
sweetest melodies Mozart ever wrote.
The rondo finale is a lively dance in
triple time. In the middle section,
Mozart quotes a rustic Alsatian folk
tune, a Strasbourg dance, giving the
concerto its nickname.
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ARVO PART (b. 1935)
Cantus in memoriam
Benjamin Britten

Programme Notes

The Estonian composer Arvo Part
wrote this piece in 1977 in memory
of Benjamin Britten, the British
composer whom he greatly admired.
Scored for a single tubular bell (on
A) and string orchestra, this work

is a fine example of tintinnabuli, a
compositional style devised by Part.
A tintinnabuli composition consists
of only two elements: a sustained or
arpeggiated tonic triad throughout
the piece, and an ascending or
descending diatonic scale serving as
the melody. The result is minimalist,
calm, and meditative.

Cantus in memoriam Benjamin
Britten is a canon in A minor with a
descending A harmonic minor scale as
its theme. After a brief introduction
on the tubular bell, the first violins
introduce the theme in their upper
register in the style of medieval
plainchant organum. The second
violins soon take up the theme an
octave lower and in augmentation,
followed by the violas and cellos, until
the piece concludes with a dramatic A
minor chord.

DA %S ARVO PART




L ia

BE{ARE (1883-1945)
ZMEZE (1905)

BEMF MR ERREGABNETEE
ABE_HOMLRNZORE - thEER
BRI FHBCRRIERI T 0 WARS
AIEERERE ERRARAY -

EEBRAEZRLNERTNIOOSE > B
EEFHRAERAERXNLR - (FREE
EREMREEAEHEN—IRFH&EE -
BERLNAZBRARETIEZAREE > <
ABRBEIE AR AZENERMEN (FE
Z®’) o

FRNERFEEMATE—RBERBEE
WES=KE > AIEREIH=MB&D
BEmBININS FEER  F—HMI2RR
MENRERREENRERMNE - 5=
BOUBHREERGE  FABEERRE
EENHMUE B —HBOWELEN
HERE  ERERXKEERERRDR
MARZFHNERBHN—RBFERE °

ANTON WEBERN (1883-1945)
String Quartet (1905)

Programme Notes

Anton Webern was an Austrian
composer and a core member of the
Second Viennese School alongside
Arnold Schoenberg and Alban

Berg. An advocate of the 12-tone
compositional technique known as
serialism, he is regarded as a pivotal
figure in avant-garde music.

His String Quartet is a single-
movement work written in 1905 that
remained unpublished until after the
composer’s death. It was intended
as a composition exercise under the
tutelage of Arnold Schoenberg. In
fact, it shows a strong late Romantic
influence resembling Schoenberg’s
Transfigured Night for string sextet.

Inspired by Giovanni Segantini’s
symbolic triptych (three-panel)
landscape painting, the composition is
also divided into three sections. After
a brief introduction with a sombre
mood, the first section contains
lavish melodies and lush Romantic
harmonies. The second section
begins as a traditional fugue but is
soon taken over by more elaborate
contrapuntal writing. The final section
has a peaceful pastoral character,
believed to be inspired by a nature
hike with Wilhelmine Mértl, Webern’s
future wife.
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PETERIS VASKS (b. 1946)
Viatore

Programme Notes

The Latvian composer Péteris Vasks
began his career as a violinist and
double bassist in several Latvian
orchestras before entering the State
Conservatory in Vilnius to study
composition with Valentin Utkin.

His early compositions were largely
experimental, with strong influences
from aleatoric masters such as Witold
Lutostawski and Krzysztof Penderecki.
His later works became more tonal
as he drew greater inspiration from
Latvian folk music.

Viatore, the Latin word for “traveller”,
is a tone poem for string orchestra.
Vasks dedicated the piece to Arvo
Part who, in the composer’s words,
“has been my guiding light for

many decades.”

Viatore tells the story of a lonely
traveller from birth through growing
up and falling in love, to his eventual
departure against the backdrop of a
vast, starry universe. There are two
thematic ideas in the composition.
The traveller’'s theme undergoes
extensive development and variation,
depicting different stages of life. The
theme of eternity, representing the
vast and starry universe, remains a
tranquil yet animated backdrop to the
traveller’s theme.
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LUDWIG VAN
BEETHOVEN (arr. MAHLER)
String Quartet no. 11 in

F minor, 0p.95

I. Allegro con brio

Il. Allegretto ma non troppo

I1l. Allegro assai vivace ma serioso

IV. Larghetto espressivo -
Allegretto agitato

Programme Notes

The German composer and pianist
Beethoven is one of the greatest
masters in the history of classical
music and a highly influential figure
in the transition from the Classical
era to the early Romantic period.

This quartet, known as the "Serioso",
was completed in October 1810.
Beethoven wrote, "The Quartet

is written for a small circle of
connoisseurs and is never to be
performed in public." Indeed, the
work could be considered quite
experimental for its time, departing
from Classical conventions through
exaggerated dynamic contrasts,
greater freedom in modulation, form
and structure, and metric ambiguity.

The first movement displays
Beethoven’s distinctive intense

and stormy style, with striking
contrasts in both thematic material
and dynamics that were uncommon
in Classical music. The second
movement has a song-like quality
with a fugal second theme. The
third movement is a scherzo built
on agitated dotted rhythms, with
two contrasting hymn-like trios.
After a slow introduction, the fourth
movement once again greets the
audience with Beethoven’s distinctive
dramatic and passionate writing.

All programme notes by Frankie Ho
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“I always remain who | am. Only the music decides my
meaning,” says Guy Braunstein - a violinist, conductor
and composer distinguished by his unique blend

of virtuosity, restraint and creativity. A celebrated
soloist and chamber musician, Braunstein is a guest

at leading music centres and festivals worldwide. He
has performed with orchestras including the Tonhalle
Orchestra Zurich, Boston Symphony Orchestra,
Philharmonia Orchestra London and Berlin Philharmonic,
and collaborated with artists such as Zubin Mehta,
Daniel Barenboim, Simon Rattle, Martha Argerich, Lang
Lang and Andris Nelsons.

Braunstein also appears internationally as a conductor
and has served as Conductor and Artist in Residence
with the Hamburg Symphony Orchestra and Trondheim
Symfoniorkester. Arranging and composing are among
his greatest passions. In the romantic tradition of
Paganini and Liszt, he transcribes masterpieces for
different instruments and ensembles, including music
from Tchaikovsky's Eugene Onegin and Swan Lake,
Dvorak's Rusalka, Schénberg's Verklarte Nacht and
songs by The Beatles.

Born in Tel Aviv, Braunstein studied with Chaim Taub,
Glenn Dicterow, Pinchas Zuckerman and Isaac Stern.

In 2000, he became the youngest concertmaster in

the history of the Berlin Philharmonic, remaining with
the orchestra for over a decade. He was also Artistic
Director of the Rolandseck Festival and Festival clasclas
in Galicia.

Braunstein plays a 1679 violin by Francesco Ruggieri.
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“a supreme artist of his own voice,
nobody was able to sing like him...”
Placido Domingo

HRFE 518
Michele Spotti Conductor

BEYL 288
Juan Diego Flérez Tenor

SIEBHE In partnership with

ROLEX

ghteeen BEELZRAIRS
Rolex Proudly Presents

Diego Florez
Opera Gala

+8 EEXAOELE
OCT Hong Kong Cultural Centre Concert Hall

2026  mThu19:30 $1,480 $1,080 $780 $480

© Gregor Hohenberg / Sony Music Entertainment
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“Gramophone is delighted to salute
the HK Phil on this much-deserved

triumph.”
— Gramophone

The HONG KONG PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
(HK Phil) is regarded as one of the leading orchestras in
Asia. Presenting more than 150 concerts over a 44-week
season, the HK Phil attracts more than 200,000 music
lovers annually. The HK Phil won the prestigious UK
classical music magazine Gramophone’'s 2019 Orchestra
of the Year Award — the first orchestra in Asia to receive
this accolade.

Tarmo Peltokoski starts his tenure as Music Director in the
2026/27 season. Currently, Long Yu serves as Principal
Guest Conductor and Lio Kuokman is Resident Conductor.

The HK Phil has flourished in the last two decades under
Jaap van Zweden (Music Director, 2012-2024) and

Edo de Waart (Artistic Director and Chief Conductor,
2004-2012). The orchestra successfully completed a
four-year journey through Wagner’s Ring Cycle, performing
and recording one opera from the cycle annually from 2015
to 2018. The concert performances were well received,
and the live Naxos recordings were praised by critics, and
garnered the Gramophone Orchestra of the Year Award
2019. Other recent recording projects include Mahler’s
Symphony no. 10, Shostakovich’s Symphony no. 10, and
Tchaikovsky’s Symphony no. 6 and Piano Concerto no. 1.
The HK Phil collaborates with Deutsche Grammophon and
releases Wagner's The Ring: An Orchestral Adventure,
arranged by Henk de Vlieger and conducted by

Tarmo Peltokoski.

The HK Phil has toured extensively across the Chinese
Mainland. The orchestra undertook a major tour in 2017

to Seoul, Osaka, Singapore, Melbourne and Sydney in
celebration of the 20™ anniversary of the establishment of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. The HK Phil
toured Europe, Asia, and the Chinese Mainland, performing
in 22 cities across ten countries in its 50" anniversary. In
the 2026/27 season, the orchestra will perform in Europe
and the Chinese Mainland again.

Conductors and soloists who have recently performed
with the orchestra include Stéphane Deneve, Christoph
Eschenbach, Daniel Gatti, Daniel Harding, Pietari Inkinen,
Paavo Jarvi, Andrés Orozco-Estrada, Vasily Petrenko,
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Emanuel Ax, Joshua Bell, Ning Feng, Mao Fujita, Jonas
Kaufmann, Lang Lang, Leonidas Kavakos, Olivier
Latry, Yo-Yo Ma, Anne-Sophie Mutter, Aristo Sham,

and Akiko Suwanai. The HK Phil promotes the work

of Hong Kong and Chinese composers through an
active commissioning programme, and it has released
recordings on the Naxos label featuring Tan Dun and
Bright Sheng, each conducting their own compositions.

The HK Phil runs diverse education and community
programmes in schools and outdoor spaces, bringing
music into the hearts of tens of thousands of children
and families every year.

The Swire Group has been the Principal Patron of the
HK Phil since 2006. Through this current sponsorship
donation, the largest in the orchestra’s history, Swire
endeavours to foster access to classical music and
stimulate cultural participation in Hong Kong and the
Chinese Mainland. A critical aspect of this is engaging
with the community, especially young people. The
sponsorship also helps promote local artistic excellence
and enhances Hong Kong’s reputation as one of the
great cities in the world.

Thanks to a significant subsidy from the Government of
the HKSAR and long-term funding from Principal Patron
Swire, The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust and
other supporters, the HK Phil now boasts a full-time
annual schedule of core classical repertoire and
innovative popular programming, extensive education
and community programmes, and collaborations with,
amongst others, Hong Kong Ballet, Opera Hong Kong
and the Hong Kong Arts Festival.

The history of the HK Phil dates back to the
establishment of the Sino-British Orchestra in 1947.
In 1957, the orchestra was officially registered as
the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and became
fully professional in 1974. The HK Phil is a registered
charitable organisation.

The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is financially supported by
the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
and is a Venue Partner of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre

Swire is the Principal Patron of the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra
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Tarmo Peltokoski

Long Yu

N
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Lio Kuokman, Jp
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EREEREEESSFMMEN
The C. C. Chiu Memorial Fund
& The Tung Foundation
Resident Conductor
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KWERE KWME—EIEE
Jing Wang Leung Kin-fung
Concertmaster First Associate

Concertmaster

SRR 2 K&

SEE_RIEE SEE_AEE SEME=RERE
Anders Hui Wang Liang Bei de Gaulle
Second Associate Second Associate Third Associate
Concertmaster Concertmaster Concertmaster

B & 23
Ba Wenjing Cheng Li

L
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B R TER R2I5#H EE
Jia Shuchen Li Zhisheng Liu Fangxi Mao Hua

HSREIE RE
Rachael Mellado Zhang Xi

@HE
Zhao Yingna

Vincy and Samuel Leung
NI EE)

The Vincy and Samuel
Leung Chair

Andrew Ling

BIEHEEESEME
The Kaleidoscope
Charitable Foundation
Chair

( L
Richard Bamping

BRI S ESREMEE
The C. C. Chiu Memorial
Fund Chair

|_ESSE fRIINAR Edlckay
Domas Juskys Leslie Ryang Moonsun Fang Jie Gallant Ho Ka-leung Liu Boxuan

o - i WE IS
BRE ERE BHRAERE HAEF =EE
Mao Yiguo Katrina Rafferty Miyaka Suzuki Tomoko Tanaka Christine Wong

Wilson

ERE R R — BB
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The Cissy Pao and
Shin Watari Chair

Zhang Yuchen Zhou Tengfei

BEER AREAER ERE 37K F% AR
Cui Hongwei

Li Jiali Kaori Wilson Fu Shuimiao Ethan Heath

ZREA MRE B IR SRIKE

Li Ming Damara Lomdaridze Alice Rosen Sun Bin Zhang Shuying

?

W75 EER AR BRUZH BRIEE ER
Xiaomu Fang Dora Lam Chan Ngat-chau Chen Yi-chun Timothy Frank
Barbara and Anthony
Rogers &I &8

The Barbara and Anthony
Rogers Chair

RS FHEL RERE REEHK

Anna Kwan Ton-an ~ Haedeun Lee Tae-mi Song Song Yalin
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HONG KONG PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

€5 K12 DOUBLE BASSES

OMERS S=EK SRIM8E TBE #HFEE AT
George Lomdaridze Jiang Xinlai Chang Pei-heng Feng Rong Samuel Ferrer Jeffrey Lehmberg
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Philip Powell Jonathan Van Dyke
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Megan Sterling Olivier Nowak Josep Portella Orfila Linda Stuckey
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The C. C. Chiu Memorial

Fund Chair
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Michael Wilson Wang Yu-po Marrie Rose Kim Kwan Sheung-fung
EXEE CLARINETS {ESEEE BASS CLARINET
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Andrew Simon John Schertle Lau Wai Lorenzo losco

[ E£3i3%4 WRBHAR *=EL & E8H
Benjamin Moermond Toby Chan Vance Lee Adam Treverton Jones

[ ) Wi AFEMH [ 4] EHE
Lin Jiang Russell Bonifede Chow Chi-chung Todor Popstoyanov  Jorge Medina
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3 —\ T ;
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Nitiphum Christopher Moyse  Douglas Waterston ~ Robert Smith
Bamrungbanthum
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Aaron Albert Paul Luxenberg
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James Boznos Aziz D. Barnard Luce Raymond Leung Wai-wa Sophia Woo Shuk-fai  Woojin Lee Linda Yim#*

MRE EEE - BRRE
Violin: Mo Tingting, Marco Ng

@ =% Principal

B B&EE Co-Principal

@ EEE Associate Principal

A BNEEE Assistant Principal
# A

Short-term Contract

FRE (BEE - BXE
Viola: Andy Yeung, Patrick Kwong
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